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Next Meeting at First Baptist Church of Grandview, 15th & Main  – Thursday, May 2 @ 7:00 p.m.

  Club Officers
President Vice President Treasurer

John Carnal Dennis Tschirhart Mike Krogh
8825 Lane 216 S.W. Yost Ave 3001 S.W. Coachlight Place
Kansas City, Mo  64138 Lee's Summit, Mo  64081 Lee's Summit, Mo  64081
816-358-1036 816-985-2540 816-765-2638

Secretary and Newsletter Editor
Walt Calkins Internet address: Walt.Calkins@mail.sprint.com
720 East 72 Terrace Send newsletter information and items for sale or wanted to the newsletter
Kansas City Mo 64131 editor.  He's almost always home after 9:00 PM or call his work number,
816-333-1899  913-624-2570, it has a recorder,  or send via Internet.

Club Web Site:  http://rcsf.freeservers.com/

Minutes of April 4, 2002 Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President, John Carnal.  There were 23 members and 1 visitor (Dee
Crowley) present.  New members were Tom Devine and Louis Pluymaekers.
The Treasurer's report and minutes of the last meeting were approved.
Safety:  Cliff Albright let us know that in the case of Futaba (only) equipment, when using a full-blown transmitter as a
buddy box, either the crystal and/or battery must be pulled from the transmitter serving as a buddy box.  Best option is to
remove both the crystal and battery.  If not, both transmitters will be sending a signal.  In the case of JR, the buddy box
requires a battery to operate properly.
Training:  Dennis Tschirhart - We have an inventory of pilot training manuals for the new season.  Dennis also discussed
the AMA Introductory Pilot program.  Not to give all the details, but this allows an AMA Introductory Pilot to give
instruction to non-AMA members and both of them are covered for 90 days on the Introductory Pilot's AMA insurance.
Dennis and John Carnal are Introductory Pilots.  John and Dennis also put out a request for 2 or 3 instructors to cover for
them the Tuesday following the meeting as they would be at another clubs meeting.
Jackson County Parks & Rec:  Bernie got grass seed for bare spots at the field.  John Carnal noted the new signs, the
repaired picnic table and the mulch around the trees.  The Parks department has a meeting scheduled for April 17 to discuss
their new (or proposed?) policy of having only 1 representative from each type of activity using Parks facilities.  This
means the RC clubs would have only one representative to speak for all clubs.  Likewise, there would be one representative
for the bike riders, one for users of the sports fields, etc.  They are concerned that there so many individuals coming to the
meetings that it is difficult to effectively deal with all the representatives.
Field Maintenance:  Bob Armstrong and Cliff Albright rolled the field.  Bob has the mower running.  It required not only
a new battery but also a filter.

Motion made and approved to authorize paying Bob the amount above the $25 approved last month.
Formation:  John Carnal - No flying yet, too early, too much bad weather.
Web Site:  Scott and Gerard are keeping up with it.  So far we have had over 1000 hits.  One of our new members, Louis
Pluymaekers, picked up the new member form from the site.  Looks like it is getting results.
Fun Fly:  Our fun fly is set for June 8th.  The pilot meeting is at 9:00 am and flying is from 9:30 til 5:00.  Dave Klaus has
sent letters to about 60 distributors and hobby shops requesting donations.  Larry, Dave and John Carnal have gotten flyers
to both Hobby Havens.  There was some discussion about having a separate budget for the fun fly, since this is a regular
event.  Mike Krogh will look into how this might be done.

Motion made and approved to allocate $250.00 for the fun fly.
Delta Darts:  Seems news of Delta Darts is spreading.  Dave Klaus has been talking with Girl Scouts leaders, same basic
group Mike Krogh as been talking to.  There are a total of 6 troops interested in having a combined demonstration at the
field and a Delta Darts session.  Since this could be as many as 50 girls it would need to be broken up into multiple
sessions.

Motion made and approved to purchase another batch of Delta Darts.
Atchison Antique Aircraft Fly-In.  The May meeting of the Antique Aircraft chapter will involve the final planning for
the fly-in at Atchison.  RCSF members helping at the fly-in are welcome to attend their meeting.  A few that aren't
attending the fly-in probably wouldn't be turned away.  The meeting is Friday, May 3, 7:15 pm at 6000 Lamar.  That's the
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Johnson County/Mission Office.  Lamar is a few blocks east of Metcalf.  6000 is between Johnson Drive and Shawnee
Mission Parkway.   Enter from the east side of the building and the meeting room is immediately on your right.  I (Walt)
won't be able to attend, but I'm sure everyone will be welcome.
Other:
On September 7, at the KCRC field, there will be a Flying for Food fund raising event for Harvesters.  It's still being
organized, but it will start with a fly by with full-scale aircraft from the Dawn Patrol.  John Carnal is one of the organizers
and will have more information at future meetings.  This is a fund raising effort by virtually all R/C clubs in the area.
Show & Tell:

Claude had his own-designed combat model built from foam wings, I believe heavily influenced by the Larry & Dave
team.  Very nice model and a clean design.  I wasn't entirely sure of Claude's motivation about flying it, but I think he
said he might give it a try.
Dennis Tschirhart had a Claude-built Astro Hog, 3 1/4 pounds empty, no radio, servos, engine, etc.  Another well-done
model by Claude.

Raffle Prize:  The drill press was won by Dennis Tschirhart.  Nothing funny about the drawing, but Dennis does owe
me…something (Walt).

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55

Calendar of Events – Models
May 2 RCSF Club Meeting - First Baptist Church of Grandview
May 17-19 Milford RCer's Heli Fly,  Milford Lake, KS  (www.geocities.com/milfordrc)
May 25-26 Jefferson City Fun-Fly (?)
Jun 4 RCSF Club Meeting - Stamm Field
Jun 8 RCSF Fun-Fly
Jun 15-16 KCRC Pattern Contest
July 20 KCRC Summer Fly-in
Sept 14 KCRC War Bird Fly-in
Sept 28 RCSF Club BBQ & Fun-Fly

Calendar of Events – Full Scale
May 24-26 Antique Aircraft Fly-In, Atchison KS - RCSF participation
July 23-29 "Oshkosh" - Annual EAA bash, Oshkosh ,Wisconsin  - www.airventure.org
Aug 17-18 Air Show - KC Downtown Airport
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Not too sure how many people in the club use or have considered airbrushes, but here's a little info about using them.

Buying and Using an Airbrush
By Jim Ryan

One of the most useful finishing tools the scale modeler can own is a good airbrush. While some modelers (especially giant
scale enthusiasts) prefer automotive detail guns for painting their creations, nothing else quite matches the pin-point control
and convenience of a good quality airbrush. A good airbrush is light, easy to handle, and quick to clean up.

1. Types of Brushes:

There are two general ways of grouping airbrushes into classes: They're either external or internal mix, and the paint
metering is either single- or double-action. Here's what these terms mean:

External Mix: Liquid paint is introduced into the compressed air stream outside the tip of the brush. In general, this type of
brush is considered faster to clean, but it requires careful adjustment and doesn't tend to produce as fine a pattern as an
internal-mix brush.

Internal Mix: Paint is mixed with air in an internal plenum in the brush. Because of the multiple air jets and the internal
mixing, the paint is usually more fully atomized, resulting in a finer, tighter spray pattern. I also find this type of brush
easier to assemble, in that it's essentially self-adjusting.

Single-Action: The air valve is simply depressed to release air, and the resulting venturi effect at the tip draws paint from
the mixing cup or jar.  Adjusting the paint flow, if possible at all, has to be set between shots.

Double-Action: On a double-action airbrush, depressing the air valve releases air only, and the brush has a separate internal
needle valve for controlling paint flow. To operate the brush, you depress the button to start air flowing, then you rock the
button backward to release paint into the air stream. While it takes a little practice to get used to, this allows you to
constantly adjust the paint flow to suit your needs. Believe me, this micro control is a tremendous asset.

Generally speaking (there are exceptions to every rule), the cheapest models are single-action/external mix, and the best
units are double-action/internal mix. Photos 1 and 2 show examples of both types.

2. Air Sources:

Of course, you can't use an airbrush without air, so I'd like to take a moment to touch on some compressed air sources: One
of the simplest and cheapest air sources is a large spare tire, with an appropriate valve to mate with your airbrush's air line.
A similar option is a compressed air bubble. The weakness of both these options is that you have to visit a gas station to re-
fill them, and that can get a little old after the 6th or 7th trip.

A more compact choice is aerosol cans of ozone-safe propellant. These have the virtues of being compact and quiet, but
you once again have the problem of running out of propellant right in the middle of a painting session. Besides, by the time
you've purchased half a dozen cans of propellant, you could have paid for a good compressor.

When most people think of air compressors, a piston compressor with air tank comes to mind. This type of compressor
works very well, but the clattering racket it produces can annoy family members.

My personal preference is a diaphragm compressor. In operation, diaphragm compressors are similar to aquarium pumps,
and like their smaller brothers, they're very quiet. A first-rate unit that will last indefinitely can be had for around $100.
Frankly, if you've been running back and forth to the gas station to re-fill your tire or air bubble or shouting over the noise
of your piston compressor, the first time you use a diaphragm compressor, you'll wonder why you waited to buy one.

I'm fully aware that some of you are already using modified Freon or propane tanks for compressed air tanks. I do not
recommend this. First of all, these light-duty tanks are made from stamped sheet metal and are not designed for repeated
high pressure use. Second, with no water trap or interior coating, they're prone to corrosion that will further weaken them
over time. With all the other options, this just isn't a good trade-off.

3. Masking Materials and Techniques:

Even with the pinpoint control of an airbrush, there are going to be times when you need masking of some kind. I'd like to
loosely group masks into two classes; those that provide a soft edge and those that provide a hard edge.
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Soft-edge Masks: Some of the color boundaries on a scale model are more defined than even an airbrush can provide, and
yet they aren't hard enough for traditional masking. An example is the jagged splinter camo on the upper surfaces of WWII
Luftwaffe aircraft. Also, the model may need a feathered line, but it might be longer and straighter than your wandering
hands are capable of replicating reliably. A typical example of this is the three-tone camo seen on mid-WWII US Navy
aircraft.

In these cases, I make a mask out of posterboard, sheet styrene or other material. This mask can either be laid directly on
the surface for a fairly hard edge, or held farther from the surface for a progressively softer effect.

Hard-edge Masks: There are a lot of options for masking hard edges. Good old masking tape has its adherents (no pun
intended), but in my opinion, there are better choices. If you do want to use paper masking tape, I recommend 3M 2090, a
lower tack professional grade tape that's blue in color. This low-tack property is very desirable if you've ever peeled off the
paint along with the tape. My personal choice for masking tape is 3M 218, a vinyl striping tape. This material has low-tack,
excellent flexibility for masking curved lines, and provides a razor-sharp edge with almost no chance of bleeds.

For masking numbers, insignias and other graphics, I like to use artist's frisket. This sheet material can have the graphics
copied onto it with a photocopier, and it can either be pre-cut before application or even cut to shape on the airframe. Note
that some aggressive paints like acrylic lacquer may attack the adhesive in the frisket; it's always a good idea to test the
paint and mask for compatibility. My article in the February, '97 issue of Model Airplane News covers the use of frisket in
more detail.

Before departing the subject of masking materials, I'd like to touch on a handy product that can be found at your local paint
store. It's variously called "Ready Mask" or "Easy Mask", and it's like a roll of "Post-It" note material. The masking
material is thin brown paper with a low-tack adhesive along one edge. While I don't use it for the actual masked edge, it's
terrific for quickly masking off surrounding areas from overspray.

4. Types of Paints:

It's beyond the scope of this article to consider each and every paint available to the R/C modeler, but a few general
guidelines are in order. Because of their internal construction, airbrushes are best used with highly fluid paints that thin
readily. This means that inherently thick finishes like the latex paint favored by some giant-scalers may not be suitable.
Nearly all paints need to be thinned to some extent for optimum spraying results, and I typically thin my paints anywhere
from 25 to 50%, depending on the paint and the specific task. Generally, you want the paint to be thin enough so that a test
chip draws out smoothly in a few seconds. If it's thick enough that it retains a pebbly surface, you either need to add more
thinner or vary your spraying technique.

Personally, I like the spraying characteristics of enamel and urethane paints. They can be thinned with mild mineral spirits
and stay wet long enough to draw out smoothly. Then they can be dried quickly with a heat gun in preparation for the next
coat. Clean-up is simple and the fumes aren't too objectionable. Because of the mild thinner, they work well with masking
materials of all kinds. On the down side, some of these paints aren't fuel-proof, so if you're going to be flying with glow or
gas power, a fuel-proof clear coat may have to be applied.

Other popular hobby finishes suitable for airbrushing include butyrate dope and epoxy finishes. When I flew primarily glow
power, I really liked epoxy paint, and I've gotten excellent results by spraying it highly thinned. Of course, dope and epoxy
both use rather aggressive thinners and produce dangerous fumes.

Another useful option is automotive-grade paints like acrylic lacquers. Be aware that some automotive paints have
extremely toxic fumes, and even a regular respirator is insufficient protection. In these cases, a positive pressure breathing
apparatus is required.

A promising area of paint development is the new water-borne paints coming on the market. These include water-based
urethanes that cure to become fully fuel-proof. I have no experience with these, but they're an interesting option. Water-
based acrylics have a longer track record, but some of these lack the toughness desirable for an R/C model, and nearly all
require a clear-coat.

Whatever paint you choose to use, be sure to read the label and observe all safety precautions. Even some water-based
paints can produce potentially dangerous fumes, and you should always wear an approved respirator and use adequate
ventilation.

5. Painting Technique:
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Technique is everything when painting a model aircraft. Because paint is both heavy and expensive, you want to use as
little as possible to get a good finish. One of the most common mistakes I see inexperienced painters make with an airbrush
is that they hold the brush too far from the surface. This not only wastes paint due to excessive overspray, it also tends to
produce a gritty surface with poor adhesion because the paint is partially dry before it even hits the airframe. The proper
technique varies from one type of paint to another, but in general, I like to stay about 6" from the surface. Work on
producing nice uniform overlapping strokes that look smooth and wet. If the paint isn't wetting out, it won't draw out
smoothly, and the surface will have an uneven chalky appearance when you're finished. While most people keep the brush
farther from the surface for fear of getting runs, it seems that the opposite is more often the problem. For fine detail work
like painting the speckles on the side of a Luftwaffe aircraft, I frequently work with the tip less than an inch from the work
surface. As long as you carefully meter the paint flow, runs won't be a problem.

While we're on the subject, it's almost impossible to have too much light when painting an airplane. Without bright light,
it's impossible to tell if you're getting the paint properly wetted out. My shop not only has banks of overhead fluorescent
fixtures, I also have a pair of halogen lamps on tripod stands so that I can light the project from all directions.

Practice, Practice, Practice: Using an airbrush is an arcane skill, and results improve dramatically with practice. Your latest
scratch-built giant is not the ideal practice canvas. I recommend you get a big sheet of butcher paper or other plain white
paper and start practicing. Some better airbrushes come with a manual that shows a range of practice exercises. Draw lots
and lots of straight lines of varying sizes. Note that with a double-action airbrush, you can draw incredibly narrow lines by
bringing the brush tip very close to the work surface. The ability to finely meter the paint flow allows you to avoid runs
even when the tip is nearly touching the work surface. Work on getting the uniformity good enough that you can make a
long straight line of a constant width. When you master that technique, work on curves and other shapes.

Cut some pieces of cardboard to experiment with soft masks. Note that by holding the masking card farther from the
surface, you can get a range of effects. You can even produce shaded stencils or other special effects.

Repairs: An often-overlooked use of an airbrush is for touching up minor repairs and hangar rash. Because a double-action
brush can apply incredibly thin and controlled coats, you can carefully color over a repair without disturbing the
surrounding finish.

Advanced Techniques: An airbrush can also be used to produce weathering effects, but I recommend a very conservative
approach to this sort of thing. Most of the airbrushed muzzle blast, exhaust stains, etc that I've seen were grossly over-done.
Understatement is the watch-word here. I recommend you consult an expert resource on the subject like Dave Platt's new
instructional video. You'll note that Dave, surely the master of weathering warbirds, makes very little use of an airbrush in
the traditional sense.

6. Conclusion:

Like any skill, learning to use an airbrush opens whole new worlds to the modeler. Projects that you might have shied away
from in the past because of the complexity of the color scheme now just seem like an interesting challenge. So buy yourself
an airbrush, get a big ol' sheet of butcher paper, and have fun.

From:  http://home.fuse.net/ryan/airbrush.htm  - Ryan Aircraft
6941 Rob Vern Drive
Cincinnati, OH  45239

Ph:  (513) 729-3323
Fax:  (513) 729-3432

This is one of those, "you know it's got to be true, because no one could ever make up something like this!  Theses really
are true, really!  From  Avflash, Vol. 8, Issue 17a, Monday, April 22, 2002:

MISSING PASSANGER'S HUSBAND FILES SUIT: This kind of puts your lost-luggage stories in perspective.  A
Bakersfield, California, man is suing American Airlines for losing his wife.  Margie Dabney disappeared from the Dallas-
Fort Worth Airport December 5 and hasn't been seen since.  The 70-year-old Alzheimer's patient was on her way with
husband Joe to Los Angeles from Indianapolis.  The woman went missing while her husband was being helped to the
bathroom by an airline attendant.  The airline has offered a $10,000 reward for information on her whereabouts but
wouldn't comment on the suit.
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From the same source:

While recently flying from FLL to JFK an airline captain was given holding instructions due to congestion.  After holding
for quite some time, the captain finished an exchange with a controller with an attempt to clarify his situation:
Captain:   Copy.  Could we get an EFC [expect further clearance], please?
ATC: Indefinite.
Captain: ...I don't think I have the fuel for that.


